Reading Homework Exemplars:

To ensure scholars are flexible readers, they will receive homework
with various genres throughout the week Please keep this packet
to allow scholars to go back and review how they annotate the

various texts based on the genre!

Genre Based Thinking Jobs:

Pages:| Genre: Thinking Job:

3-5 Poetry What is the literal meaning”
What is the deeper meaning?

Who is the character?
What is their motivation?
What is the problem”
What is the solution?
What's the lesson learned?

6-8 Fiction

9-11 Non— What does the author most#y want to
teach me about this topic”

fiction ,
VWhat is the author’s point of view”?

1214 My th Who are the characters”?

What is the problem?

What is the solution?

[hen:

What naturdl event does this explain’

OR What is the lesson/moral?

15-17 Who is the important p@r‘son?

Biography
What were their key accomplishment(s)?







Poetry:

Thinking Jobs:

e What is the literal meanmg?

e What is the deeper meaning

Annotation Checklist:

Tl Name the genre and thinking jobs on top

right corner of the page

T T Write what is happemng (literal mecning) on

| SR

the left side of the poem
:::EAT the bottom right of the page write the

deeper meaning

After you read and annotate the text, you compile
your annotations by filling out the “Genre Based
Thinking Job” note sheet.



Things
By: Eloise Greenfield

Ain’t got 1t no more

Ain’t got it no more

Went to the beach

. .oPlayed on the shore

Built me a sand house
Ain’t got 1t no more
Ain’t got it no more

Went to the kitchen
Lay down on the floor
Made me a poem

Still got 1t

Still got 1t




Genre Based Thinking Jobs:
What is the literal meaning”?

_The_speaker hought Car\du but_does not
nowve it Tt Soeod&r then Mode 0 Sond
hoxe ond \omu has . The UprakRy
Creodes o Doem and Still has it

What is the deeper meaning”

Materiol Hninos o woperpanent Wale ideas
Oxe. Q\/Q(\Oxsmc\\)




Fiction:

Thinking Jobs:

o Who are the characters?

e What is the problem?

e What is the solution?

e What is the character’s motivation?

e What's the lesson learned?

Annotation Checklist:

| 8

Jj |
.

Name the genre and thinking jobs on top

right corner of the page

[TUnderline and label the characters, problem
and solution of the fext.

[[JAt the bottom of the page write the

character’'s motivation and the lesson learned.

After you read and annotate the text, you compile
your annotations by filling out the “Genre Based
Thinking Job” note sheet.



An Excerpt from Jamaica Louise James
By: Amy Hest

N
Now this part of the story tells about my gmmm? who leaves for work when it
is still dark. Sometimes_| Wake up halfway when she slides out of bed. In the
winfer she gefs dll iayered starting with the long-underwear layer.

She and Momé“‘whsper in the kitchen. They drink that strong black coffee.
Grammy scoops up her brown lunch bag and goes oufside.

I'm scared in the night. Not Grammy. At 86™ and Main she goes down...and
down...into the subway station.

Al day long people line up at Grammy's token booth. They give her a dollar or
four quarters, and she slides a foken into their hand. Then they rush off to
catch the train.

Now, | like subways because the segts are hot pink and because they go very
fast. But | don't_like subway quhon% Especially the one af 86™ and Main. There

are too many steep steps (fifty=six) and too many grownups who dll look mad.
The walls are old file walls without any color.

When Grammy comes home, she sews and falks abouf the people she sees, like
Green-Hat Lady or Gentleman with the Red Bow Tie. Mama reads and hums.
But | paint, blending all those colors until they ook just right. Every day | add a
picture fo my collection and every day | think about my cool idea. At last it's
the morning of Grammy’s birthday. Mama and [ get up early.

We get dll layered and sneak outside. Mama holds my hand. | am scared but
dlso VERY EXCITED. We swoosh along in our boots in the dark in the snow.
At 86™ and Main we go down... and down.... fifty=six steep steps.

We don't buy a token at the token booth. We don't toke a ride on the
subway. VWhat we do is hang a painting on the_old file_ wall. Then another. And

another...and one more. Before you know it, that station is dll filed up with

color.
"Surprisel” we shout when Grammy comes clomping down the steps. She looks dll
around the station. “Jamaica Louise James,” she calls, ‘come right here so | can

give you a big hug, baby!’

. So now you know the whole story. Everyone is sure in love with my subway

stationl You'd be surprised. People are talking o each other—some even smile.
“That looks like mel” says a lady in a green hat to a 9enﬂemon with a red bow
tie. Then Grammy tells everyone about Jamaica Louise James” age 8.

THAT'S ME. YOU BETTER BELIEVE [TI




Genre Based Thinking Jobs:
Who are the characters?

The characters ore Jamaica, Growmmy,
ONCA MO -

What is the problem7

Tt poden s Jamaico oloes ok like
e %\)mgu skation Wheye Gvamww works.

What is The solution?

The solokion 19 thaat Jonico, decides
o Ym\o) coorful pd\m‘\r\%s i the Station:

W hat is the character’s motivation?

Jonaaicols moryotion is ot she (oves
\ner Cwmmm/ o wWonts 4o bnwfy ool
o0 o p” IRy ol ploce.

What's the lesson learned?

e _lesson timd is leamed s that
SxmplLL&eMom o life_con create ioy, \rF’nm

Deople Tiom the mmo\gﬂe__ogm__bnm
peopleTooether,




Non-Fiction:

Thinking Jobs:

e What does the author most/y want to teach
me about this fopic?

e What is the author’s point of view?

Annotation Checklist:

gwwm,

Ll Name the genre and thinking jobs on top

right corner of the page

[

L] Underline the main idea for each section
Write a gist (5 words or less) for each

section

AUTHOR’s point of view.

After you read and annotate the text, you compile
your annotations by filling out the “Genre BPased
Thinking Job” note sheet.



T
LI
Sea Turtles: by Kathy Kranking z
SHELL STORY
1 The first thing you notice about a sea turtle is its big, beautiful shell. And that
brings up one of the main differences between sea turtles and most other kinds of
turtles. Most turtles have shells like houses that they can pull their heads and limbs
into. But a sea turtle can’t pull into its shell at all.
2 The shells of most kinds of sea turtles are made of bone and cartilage (the same
. bendable stuff your ears are made of). These are covered with thin plates called
scutes. But the leatherback’s shell is different. Its shell is made up of cartilage and
tiny bones, but covering these is a layer of leathery skin.
SUITED FOR THE SEA
3 Sea turtles breathe air with lungs, just as you can do. But they can hold their
c breath a lot longer than you ever could. The green sea turtle is the champ. It can stay
underwater for as long as five hours! To swim, sea turtles use their strong, paddle-

" The leatherback can dive more than a thousand feet deep, looking for food. That’s
the length of three football fields. And its deepest dives can be three times deeper
than that!
NESTING TIME
6.Sea turtles spend almost their entire lives in the water, But-when.it's nesting time,
the females come ashore to lay their eggs. They often return to the same beaches
where they themselves hatched.
7 In most species, a female sea turtle comes ashore at night. She crawls clumsily
_along the sand. Next, she uses her flippers to dig a nest. Depending on the species,
“she lays from 50 to 200 round, white eggs. Then she covers them up with sand and
lumbers back into the sea. Later, the baby turtles hatch from the eggs and dig their
way out of the nest. They crawl down to the shoreline and then disappear into the
waves.
TURTLE TROUBLES
9 Sea turtles have been around for millions of years. But these days they face their
;share of troubles. Many get caught in fishing nets or tangled in fishing lines. Turtles
‘are also harmed by pollution, litter, and oil spills. Lights along the streets and on
buildings near the beach can cause problems, too. Newly hatched babies can become
lost and crawl toward the artificial light instead of the ocean where they belong.
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
10 The good news is that lots of people are trying hard to help sea turtles. Many
laws have been passed to protect them. In some places, for example, ‘beach
ommunities are required to turn off outside lights at night during nesting season.
And to keep eggs safe from predators, pollution, and other dangers, people
sometimes carefully dig them up and move them to “nurseries” protected by high
fences.
14 Thanks to conservation efforts like these, sea turtle numbers are actually going
up in some places. With a little luck, these ancient reptiles will be flapping through
the sea for another hundred million years' C

10



Genre Based Thinking Jobs:

What does the author most/y want to teach me

about this 1“opicrP

The author - wWoudts Yo teach oaders  how

weresting, fortles are and the prblems
ot odcul When theu,Oee Onhor? -

What is the author’'s point of view?

The  outhos DO\Y\F of Vitw 15 that

DN Need fo_help these Special
OMWOLS Yoy vouions ot of Conyvedion.
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Thinking Jobs:

e Who are the characters?

e What is the problem?

e What is the solution”?
Then:

® What natural event does this explain?

'Y 74
[ YW

‘e What is the lesson or moral?

Annotation Checklist:

?\,\\w%ﬂ‘

Naome the genre and thinking jobs on top

i
[R—

right corner of the page

P,

solution

i Underline the natural even that the text

. Fa o~
explains (Y[

s Name at the boftom of the page the lesson

learned

After you read and annotate the text, you compile
your annotations by filling out the “Genre Based
Thinking Job” note sheet.
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s

Hera and the Peacock

The peacock was Hera's sacred
animal.

r
Once, Z u%s“" the king of the gods,

N

I
fell in love with [dy a priestess of

n
HerawJealously, his

wife Hera asked from Zeus to

bring her the young girl- and

when he brought her, Hera

immediately transformed lo info a

T
COW. ’g

.

Afterwards, Hﬂer@ gave the

servant Argosyan all-seeing monster that had

P

hundred eyes all over his body. His mission would

be to guord lo.

Zeus felt sorry for lo and tried to help hgh

Therefore, he called his messenger Hermestind

e

g.ave him the edict to kill Argos. Hermes

approached the monster and started playing the
flute to hypnotize him. Soon the monster fell
into a deep sleep and Hermes took a stone and

destroyed him.

However, Hera knew all about the plan and had
already removed the eyes of Argos the day
before. So after Argos’ death, Hera transferred

all his eyes to the tail of a peacock to thank

—

and honor her servant

13



Genre Based Thinking Jobs:
Who are the characters?

(he chovocters ave Hera, 2ews, lo, Argus,
ok Hermwes. J

What is the problem7

The poblem is Hevo. becomes eolous of
7008 othey wife and Ao hey 3aetk into o cow.

What is the solution?

Zew] soumon 1S 4o howe Hevmes kil Avau&
oneh _Free 10,

—

What natural event does this explom?

DR A(OQS oeokW, YR (Poes
the_Deac o

What is the lesson or moral?
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Biography:

Thinking Jobs:

e Who is the important persom?

e What were their key accomplishment(s)?

Annotation Checklist:

[TName the genre and thinking jobs on top
right corner of the page
[1Underline the important person and label

[TUnderline the key accomplishments

After you read and annotate the text, you compile
your annotations by filling out the “Genre Based
Thinking Job” note sheet.

15



Matthew Henson - Arctic Explorer . gg?
\v

1 In 1880, fourteen-year-old Matthew Henson loved to hear sailors tell tales of their
exciting lives at sea. The travel, the adventure, the danger, and the steady pay were
all appealing to the young Henson. One day he made up his mind. Baltimore was the
nearest large seaport. The next morning he set out from Washington, D.C. on the
forty-mile journey to seek work on a sailing ship. Q
2 In Baltimore, Henson found a job as a cabin boy on a beautiful ship called the Kati
H&Qj For the next five years, Henson sailed around the world. With the help of the
ship’s captain and other members of the crew, Henson learned mathematics,
navigation, history, geography, and many other subjects. By the time he left the
Katie Hinds in 1885, Henson was well educated and had become an excellent
seaman, (AC

3 Unable to flnd work anywhere else, Henson took a job in a hat shop in Washington,
D.C. One day in 1887, a man came in to buy a hat. The man was Lieutenant Robert
Peary. He asked the owner if he knew anyone with experience at sea. Peary would
soon travel to South America for the U.S. government. He needed experienced men
to accompany him.

4 The shop owner knew about his young Henson's skills and experience on ocean
voyages. He introduced Peary to Henson, and they liked each other instantly. They
had a great deal in common, including their love of the sea.
5 Henson proved himself to be a worthy and intelligent seaman. He used his map-
reading and sailing skills to help Lieutenant Peary. Peary soon made Henson his

assistant, and they became close friends. One day Peary told Henson about his real
dream: to be the first man to stand on “the top of the world” at the North Pole. He
asked Henson to help him make his dream come true. ~ .
6 Over the next five years, the two explorers made two trips together to the Arctic. .
However, they were not able to reach the pole either time. The cold, wind, and ice
were worse than either of them had ever imagined. However, Henson learned
something new about traveling in frozen polar regions on each trip.

7 In 1908, Peary and Henson were ready to make their final attempt at reaching the
North Pole. Both men were over forty years old. The years of hardship and suffering
in the arctic cold had taken their toll on both men. This would be their last chance.

8 With four Inuit guides, they made a mad dash straight across the ice toward the
pole. Peary’s feet were so frostbitten he had to be pulled on a dogsled. In April 1909,
Henson'’s navigation tools showed they were

standing at the North Pole, Henson proudly planted the American flag in the snow as
Peary looked on from the sled. (i ¢~

9 In later years, Robert Peary and Henson were greatly honored for their
accomplishment. Today, the two friends and fellow explorers lie in heroes’ graves
not far apart in the Arlington National Cemetery in Washington, D.C.

16




Genre Based Thinking Jobs:
Who is the important person?

The important peson i< Madthewo  Herson,

anArtic Q\Lo\om

What were their key accomplishment(s)7

Herson's te\: accomplishment is Ye Wos

oce. of the first wen to tovtl to

e north pole. .

17






